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From: Sarah Stock
Moab Area Watershed Partnership, Chair
P. O. Box 46
Moab, UT 84532

Arne Hultquist
Southeastern Utah Watershed Coordinator
P. O. Box 46
Moab, UT 84532


To: UDWQ Care of Elise and Jodi

Subject: 2022 Integrated Report Comments from the Moab Area Watershed Partnership

Dear Elise, Jodi, and UDWQ Assessment Team,

The Moab Area Watershed Partnership (MAWP) is a diverse group of stakeholders with a focus on water quality and quantity in the greater Moab area. It has come to our attention that draft 2022 Integrated Report contain several assessments for watersheds of our concern that have anomalies we need to make you aware of. They are listed below by assessment unit.

First is the assessment unit Mill Creek 2-Moab: UT14030005-006_01. The assessment unit historically was combined with Pack Creek above the USFS boundary and we requested UDWQ separate the two significantly different and not hydrologically connected waterbodies. We appreciate your action to separate the two waterbodies into different assessment units. We are pleased the latter unit is assessed as fully supporting. Unfortunately, the Mill Creek 2 unit was assessed category 2, no evidence of impairment. We understand this assessment is for units that have been sampled and there weren’t any standard exceedences; however, there weren’t enough samples collected to fully assess the unit. We also understand it is difficult for UDWQ to collect every sample during the intensive monitoring runs and re-visiting a unit in an area that is not currently being monitored is cost prohibitive. However, the MAWP considers their facilitator, the Watershed Coordinator for Grand and San Juan Counties, very capable of collecting whatever samples are required to fully assess the unit. Please contact our Watershed Coordinator if your agency would care to have those samples collected. The MAWP would appreciate the unit being fully assessed and hopefully determined to be fully supporting.

The second assessment unit is Pack Creek: UT14030005-011_00. Your map of this assessment unit has Pack Creek listed for Max Temperature, Total Dissolved Solids, Selenium and E. coli. This assessment unit and the Mill Creek 1-Moab unit are both listed for Max Temperature and E. coli. The following comments will be repeated for the Mill Creek 1-Moab unit. The MAWP believes this Unit’s assigned beneficial use of a Cold Water Fishery is inappropriate. There has been almost eight years of continuous temperature and depth measurement collected in this assessment unit at two sites and the MAWP would appreciate UDWQ consider funding a contractor to determine what Class 3 category this stream should be designated as. The MAWP also very concerned with E. coli exceedences. The MAWP has historically requested this TMDL priority be changed from low to high and is now requesting that change again. The MAWP is also hoping UDWQ will support other investigations and projects that could help identify and mitigate E. coli exceedences in this Unit. Finally, we hope these actions can take place in this Unit and the Mill Creek Unit at the same time. The MAWP has been informed that although there aren’t any current sites in this Unit that have over 10% per year exceedences for selenium, the stream cannot be delisted for selenium because the site that originally caused the listing for selenium is not one of the sites that has been sampled in the last ten years. We are requesting this policy be reconsidered or UDWQ return to monitoring that site(s) during the next intensive monitoring period. This request is also for total dissolved solids (TDS). We understand that during the last 10 years one site had 2 out of 12 samples exceed the TDS standard and until that data is over 10 years old the Unit will be assessed non-supporting. However, as with selenium in this assessment unit the site(s) that caused the original listing are not currently on the intensive monitoring plan. The MAWP is pleased that TDS concentrations have gradually declined over the last two decades in this Unit and believes this trend will continue as we implement our Watershed Management Plan. We are hoping in ten years when the data used for this assessment is replaced with future monitoring data, all the data required to delist Pack Creek for TDS will be available.

The third assessment unit is Mill Creek 1-Moab: UT14030005-005_00. The assessment unit is listed for Max Temperature E. coli and Dissolved Oxygen. As stated previously for the Pack Creek assessment unit, The MAWP believes this Unit’s assigned beneficial use of a Cold Water Fishery is inappropriate from the confluence with the Colorado to the west BLM property boundary. There is almost eight years of temperature and depth data collected on several locations in Mill Creek and the MAWP would appreciate UDWQ consider funding a contractor to determine what Class 3 category this stream should designated as. The MAWP also very concerned with E. coli exceedences. The MAWP has historically requested the TMDL priority be changed from low to high and is now requesting that change again. The MAWP is also hoping UDWQ will support other investigations and projects that could help identify and mitigate E. coli exceedences in this Unit. Finally, we hope these actions can take place in this Unit and the Pack Creek Unit at the same time. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The fourth assessment unit is Castle Creek 1: UT14030005-009_00. The assessment unit is listed for E. coli and Macroinvertebrates. The MAWP is very concerned with E. coli exceedences. We have been collecting flow and sampling for E. coli for over one monitoring season for E. coli and plan on continuing that effort. We have also been performing the required sampling for a TMDL at the two previously discussed assessment units. We are requesting UDWQ change the TMDL priority from low to high. The MAWP is also hoping UDWQ will support other investigations and projects that could help identify and mitigate E. coli exceedences in this Unit. Finally, we hope these actions can take place in this Unit, the Pack Creek Unit and the Mill Creek unit at the same time. We are also questioning the listing of non-supporting for Macroinvertebrates. The assessment methodology states it is necessary to have two samples where o/e is less than .69 in order to list a stream as non-supporting. We requested a second sample be collected and were informed it was collected late last summer. We have not received the results and would like to receive the results of the o/e analysis when completed. We are also concerned with the RIVPACS model for this stream section. The RIVPACS model doesn’t take into consideration local naturally occurring variations in streams. This stream section and assessment unit has a site specific standard of 1,800 mg/l for Total Dissolved Solids because of naturally occurring conditions. The RIVPACS model is comparing it to streams that are not as saline and therefore the observed taxa at this site is naturally different from the expected reference sites in the RIVPACS model.

General Comments: The MAWP was impressed with the mapping software developed for the Integrated Report. It was a much better tool to use for discerning assessments and assessment units than the previously used tables and spreadsheets. Thank you for that additional software.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and participate in the assessment of the MAWP’s watershed.
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